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Building
Foundations
• Lifting
• Leveling
• Stabilizing Second concert of  the GCCP season: ‘Wayfarers’

Submitted by Pamela Freund-Striplen

Mezzo-soprano Kindra Scharich with the Alexander String Quartet Photo provided

The second of this season’s 
Gold Coast Chamber Players’ 

fi ve concerts, titled “Wayfarers,” 
will be performed at 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 28 at the Lafayette 
Library Community Hall in La-
fayette. The concert features three 
song cycles by Gustav Mahler 
– Kindertotenlieder, the Rückert-
Lieder, and Lieder eines Fahren-
den gesellen (Songs of a Wayfarer) 
– transcribed for voice and string 
quartet by the Alexander String 
Quartet’s fi rst violinist, Zakarias 
Grafi lo. Lieder are typically scored 
for a soloist and piano, or later, as 
the genre developed, for singer and 
orchestra; these beautiful transcrip-
tions combine the lushness of the 
orchestral Lieder with the intimacy 
of chamber music, and the result is 
something completely new.
 Founded in 1987, the award-
winning GCCP, which brings the 
fi nest in chamber music to Lafay-
ette and the surrounding areas, 
distinguishes itself by its eclectic 
programming and by providing 
community access to leading mu-

sicians from throughout the world. 
Mezzo-soprano Kindra Scharich 
has been praised by the San Fran-
cisco Chronicle for her “noble, vo-
cally assured singing, with stately 
grace and deep-rooted pathos.” A 
versatile musician, she has sung 
over 25 roles in the lyric mezzo 
repertoire, and is equally at home 
on the operatic or concert stage. 
This Mahler project represents 
Scharich’s third appearance at Gold 
Coast concerts.
 The Alexander String Quar-
tet – comprising Zakarias Grafi lo 
and Fred Lifsitz, violins; Paul Yar-
brough, viola; and Sandy Wilson, 
cello – was formed in New York in 
1981 and is widely acknowledged 
as one of the fi nest chamber mu-
sic ensembles performing today. 
Three members of ASQ performed 
in September on the Gold Coast 
opening concert, but this concert 
represents the ASQ’s formal debut 
at Gold Coast concerts. It is the fi rst 
American quartet to win the Lon-
don International String Quartet 
Competition in 1985, and has since 

then gained widespread admiration 
for its performances of standard 
repertoire and contemporary mu-
sic at major halls throughout North 
America and Europe. 
 The quartet has collaborat-
ed with many outstanding art-
ists, such as pianists Joyce Yang, 
Roger Woodward, Anne-Marie 
McDermott, Menachem Pressler, 
Marc-André Hamelin, and Jeremy 
Menuhin; clarinetists Joan En-
ric Lluna, David Shifrin, Richard 
Stoltzman, and Eli Eban; soprano 
Elly Ameling; mezzo-soprano 
Joyce DiDonato; violinist Midori; 
cellists Lynn Harrell, Sadao Ha-
rada, and David Requiro; and jazz 
greats Branford Marsalis, David 
Sanchez, and Andrew Speight.
 The Gold Coast Chamber Play-
ers offer a pre-concert talk with 
musicologist Kai Christiansen at 7 
p.m.; the concert begins at 7:30 p.m.  
Single tickets are $45 general ad-
mission, $40 senior (65+), and $15 
for students. All tickets may be pur-
chased online at www.gcplayers.org 
or by calling (925) 283-3728. 
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From chemical engineer to first-grade 
teacher, retiree takes leap of  faith
By Sophie Braccini

Kind eyes shielded by his 
glasses, Bob Creek does not 

expose much of his inner world. 
The fi rst contact is still that of a 
“chemi,” a chemical engineer from 
the petroleum industry that enjoys 
working formulas and equations. 
But then, a glimpse of his emotions 
seeps through when he evokes the 
affection of his new students, fi rst-
graders at La Escuelita Elementary, 
who sometimes want to hug him. 
 Creek has done what few do: 
after retiring from Chevron he went 
back to school to get his teaching 
credential. This year he got his fi rst 
class in Oakland, fulfi lling an old 
dream.
 The Creeks have lived in Mor-
aga for many years where they 
raised their two adopted daugh-
ters and three biological children. 
Creek traces his desire to teach 
lower grades to the time his twin 
boys were in kindergarten. He re-
members the teacher there, a retired 
high-tech publisher with a white 
goatee who decided to give back 
to the children of his community 
in his golden years. He remembers 
how well the teacher connected 
with the kids and what a difference 
he made in their lives. And this is 
the core of Creek’s motivation: be-
ing able to give children a chance 
to succeed from an early age.
 When asked why he would 
prefer teaching the lower grades, 
Creek says he believes that when 
children reach 9 or 10 years old 
much has already been played out. 
On the other hand, he says that 
when kids start going to school a 
larger number can be reached and 

turned to a lifelong love of learn-
ing. He adds that they might never 
remember who made that happen 
for them when they were young, 
but what counts is the result.
 By the end of 2015, Chevron 
offered some of its executives a 
nice retirement package in order to 
“right size” the business. Creek, at 
59, decided it was the right time to 
change careers as he still had, in his 
words, “some runway.” He passed 
the CBEST and started subbing in 
the Moraga School District, then 
the CTEST before enrolling in the 
Cal State East Bay teaching cre-
dential program.
 Creek really wanted to go 
through the training process again. 
He said he did not fi nd the material 
particularly diffi cult to grasp, but it 
was very interesting and taught by 
extremely qualifi ed and passionate 
teachers. He had designed classes 
for adults as part of his Chevron ca-
reer, he had managed youth groups 
as a Cub Master and wilderness 
trek Scout leader for Troop 234, but 
there was much for him to learn in 
terms of pedagogy, psychology and 
class management. He also enjoyed 
the other students in his cohort and 
felt well accepted as the older per-
son in that group.
 His dream would have been 
to teach kindergarten in Lamor-
inda, but he accepted an offer from 
La Escuelita Elementary School, 
teaching fi rst grade in Oakland.
 He says that he was scared 
of the children for the entire fi rst 
month. He had taught before, of 
course; it had been part of his cur-
riculum and he had substituted, but 

it was not his class. The daunting 
question was, will I be able to con-
trol the class and bring it back to 
a level of calm when the inevitable 
incidents erupt?
 Now getting close to Halloween, 
Creek has found his marks, has suc-
cessfully managed a few crises and 
is indeed in control, working very 
hard every day at igniting the pas-
sion of learning in the young hearts.
 Creek’s class size is 22 stu-
dents, a very diverse group in terms 
of class readiness, abilities, and 
socio-economic backgrounds. A 
homeless shelter is located next to 
the school and one little girl from 
there was in his class at the begin-
ning of the year; the school is also 
close to Lakeshore Avenue and its 
million dollar-plus homes. 
 He says that all the children in 
his class are at grade level, with 
some clearly gifted, especially in 
science and math. He delights talk-
ing about the poems they learn to-
gether every week, the hands-on ex-
periments that nourish the students’ 
particular love for science. He talks 
about Principal Jeffrey Franey and 
his fellow teachers supporting him 
and giving him pointers to deal ef-
fectively with the children whose 
behavior is the most disruptive to 
the class.
 Despite the long hours, Creek 
says he is the fi rst to arrive at school 
at 7:30 a.m. and the last to leave at 
7:30 p.m.; he feels that he is doing 
what he should. He speaks of what 
retirement could have been, a few 
years of extreme hikes and kayak 
adventures – he is very physically 
active – a few years of travel, and 
then what? He says that he does not 
necessarily feel that he was born to 
teach; in fact he remembers his en-
gineering years with fondness, but 
he believes that it is one’s duty to 
live life using abilities to the maxi-
mum possible.
 Anita Wood-Creek, a recently 
retired lawyer, says that she might 
have liked to be able to travel out-
side of summer vacations with 
her husband, but she respects his 
choice, and like their adult chil-
dren, she is proud of the difference 
he makes.

Bob Creek in his new fi rst-grade class. Photo provided

We off er both a relaxed atmosphere and 

a sports bar, something for families, 

couples, students and seniors. On the 

menu you’ll see many of Roman Italian 

specialities, from the classic bruschetta 

made with melted fontina cheese and 

sautéed mushrooms to mista and 

arugula salads, an array of wood-fi red 

pizzas and paninis, and no shortage of 

primis and seconds. The restaurant has 

full bar and a generouse wine list.Find Us On
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